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in conjunction with other regulators with
whom the Commission shares responsibil-
ities for consumer financial product safety.
(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission for purposes of carrying out
this section such sums as may be necessary.

SA 1091. Mr. CARDIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 627, to amend the
Truth in Lending Act to establish fair
and transparent practices relating to
the extension of credit under an open
end consumer credit plan, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. . BOARD REVIEW OF SMALL BUSINESS
CREDIT PLANS AND REGULATIONS.

(a) REQUIRED REVIEW.—Not later than 6
months after the effective date of this Act,
the Board shall to conduct a review of the
use of credit cards by businesses with not
more than 500 employees (in this section re-
ferred to as ‘‘small businesses’’) and the
credit card market for small businesses, in-
cluding—

(1) the terms of credit card agreements for
small businesses and the practices of credit
card issuers relating to small businesses;

(2) the adequacy of disclosures of terms,
fees, and other expenses of credit card plans
for small businesses;

(3) the adequacy of protections against un-
fair or deceptive acts or practices relating to
credit card plans for small businesses;

(4) the cost and availability of credit for
small businesses, particularly with respect
to non-prime borrowers;

(5) the use of risk-based pricing for small
businesses; and

(6) credit card product innovation relating
to small businesses.

(b) SOLICITATION OF PUBLIC COMMENT.—In
conducting the review required by subsection
(a), the Board shall solicit comment from
owners of small businesses, credit card
issuers, and other interested parties, such as
through hearings or written comments.

(c) REGULATIONS.—Following the review re-
quired by subsection (a), the Board shall pub-
lish notice in the Federal Register—

(1) that summarizes the review, the com-
ments received from the public solicitation,
and other evidence gathered by the Board,
such as through consumer testing or other
research; and

(2) that—

(A) proposes new or revised regulations or
interpretations to update or revise disclo-
sures and protections for credit cards for
small businesses, as appropriate; or

(B) states the reasons for any determina-
tion of the Board that new or revised regula-
tions are not proposed under subparagraph
(A).

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be au-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate to conduct a hearing on
Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-336 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at
9:45 a.m. in room 406 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at
2:30 p.m. in room 406 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Finance be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 12, 2009, in 106 Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at 10:15 a.m.,
to hold a hearing entitled ‘“U.S. Strat-
egy Toward Pakistan.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at 2 p.m., to
hold a hearing entitled ‘“‘Energy Secu-
rity: Historical Perspectives and Mod-
ern Challenges.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 12, 2009, at 10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 12, 2009, at 4 p.m. to conduct a
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hearing entitled ‘““The Homeland Secu-
rity Department’s Budget Submission
for Fiscal Year 2010.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Helping State
and Local Law Enforcement’ on Tues-
day, May 12, 2009, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate to conduct a hearing entitled
“Nominations’” on Tuesday, May 12,
2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-226 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 12.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 12, 2009 at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session and that the Agri-
culture Committee be discharged en
bloc from further consideration of
PN230, PN268, PN356, and PN367; that
the Senate then proceed en bloc to
their consideration; that the nomina-
tions be confirmed and the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table en
bloc; that no further motions be in
order, and any statements relating to
the nominations be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Dallas P. Tonsager, of South Dakota, to be
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Rural De-
velopment.

Krysta Harden, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Agriculture.

Rajiv J. Shah, of Washington, to be Under
Secretary of Agriculture for Research, Edu-
cation, and Economics.
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